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24th February 2023 

Dear Parents 

Term 4 already, and our first week back has been a busy one! Key Stage 2 had a wonderful time 

with author Jack Meggitt-Phillips yesterday, and he really inspired them to produce some 

fantastic creative writing! Our thanks go to the PTFA for funding this additional experience for 

the children. 

 

Book Week 

A reminder that next week is Book Week and children are invited to attend school on Thursday 

2nd March in fancy dress. No donation is required – it is just for fun and the love of reading! 

 

Class Photos 

We will be having our class Photographs taken next Friday morning in school. Children should 

come to school as usual in the full school uniform please, and we look forward to a wonderful set 

of photographs. 

 

Leybourne Team Rector 

Following a long period of interregnum, I am very pleased to share the following announcement: 

 

The Bishop of Rochester is delighted to announce that The Revd Canon Dr Helen Burn is to be 
appointed the new Team Rector of the Benefice of Kent Downs and Malling. 
 
Helen trained for ordination in Cornwall, served her curacy in a rural multi-parish benefice in the 
Diocese of Canterbury and then worked as Director of Studies for the West of England Ministerial 
Training Course.  
 
Helen has been Vicar of St Justus, Rochester, since 2012, and was Area Dean of Rochester from 
2017-2022.   
 
Please pray for Helen and Geoffrey as they prepare to move for Helen to begin a new ministry in 
this place. Helen will be moving into Leybourne vicarage towards the end of May, and her 
Licencing will be soon after that at a venue to be decided. 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming Revd Canon Dr Burn to our school in due course. In the 

meantime, we are extremely grateful to Revd Kelly Parsons and Revd David Green for their on-

going support, including a wonderful Ash Wednesday Service this week. 

 

 



Premier Education 

You should have received a newsletter from Premier Education, giving an update on their first 

week as the provider of our Breakfast Club. Please do remember that if you wish to use the 

Breakfast Club, you need to book directly through them, and not Arbor now. Details can be 

found on the Premier Education newsletter. 

 

PTFA News 

The PTFA have today released details of their Mothering Sunday cream tea gifts, which can be 

ordered until Wednesday 8th March. Full details of the gift, and how to order, can be found on 

the PTFA Mothering Sunday letter. 

 

The PTFA AGM took place this week and I am delighted that our existing committee members 

have agreed to continue at this time. However, we are very conscious that some of them will be 

leaving us as parents in just a few months, and are keen to ensure that we have a succession 

plan in place! We are particularly keen to recruit someone to take over as our Treasurer in the 

new academic year.  To this end, if you would like to get involved in the PTFA, or would like to 

find out more, please do contact Jenny Gillespie and Emily Rimmer, our co-chairs! Thank you.  

 

School Meals Provision 
We are currently in the process of reviewing our school meals provision, and would really like to 
hear your views about school lunches. As you know, our permanent team of Nicky and Danielle 
left last year, and changes have inevitably had to follow. It would be very helpful for us to have 
your feedback (good and bad – we would like to hear it all!) to evaluate our current provision and 
inform our planning for the future. Thank you. 
 
Stars of the Week and Bright Sparks 

Congratulations to the following children – we are very proud of you all! 

 

Week ending 24th February 2023 Leybourne Bright Sparks Stars of the Week 

Reception Lovenna Jake, Logan 

Year 1 Tommy Edie B., Edie G. 

Year 2 Dwo Dwo Maria, Oliver 

Year 3 Kingsley Austin, Cara 

Year 4 Oliver Jessica, Teddie 

Year 5 Phoebe Olivia, Paishey 

Year 6 Seren Kevin, Evie, Boris 

 

Woodland Learning Dates 

Forthcoming dates for Woodland Learning this term are as follows: 

Reception  Monday 13th March   Friday 24th March  

Year 1   Friday 10th March   Monday 27th March 

Year 2   Wednesday 29th March 

Year 3    Monday 6th March (pm)  Friday 17th March (pm) 

Year 4   Thursday 9th March   Thursday 23rd March  

Year 5   Thursday 9th March   Thursday 30th March 

Year 6   Wednesday 8th March  Thursday 30th March 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Tina Holditch 

Headteacher  


